
English Composition I
This is a General Education Core Course

Fall 2017 ENGL 101-14
MWF 9:00-9:50 GH 106

Instructor: Amanda L. Anderson
Phone: 857-6565
Email: alanderson@desu.edu
Office: EH 214
Office Hours: M/W/F 11:00 AM-12:00 PM, 1:00 PM-2:00PM; Thursdays by appointment.
SYLLABUS adapted by Amanda Anderson

Course Information
Course Description
English Composition 101 is designed to develop skills and competence in reading and inter-
preting, thinking and synthesizing, and writing and evaluating. Essay writing is intended to
gauge problems in logical thought, organization of ideas, and comprehension in reading, as
students are introduced to skill-sets that are fundamental to their progress from personal and
revealing writing to critical and objective writing. Readings are intended to lead students to
an understanding of differing worldviews and customs of the past and present. The readings
also form the bases for engaging in critical and analytical discussions and exercises toward
the exploration of various facets of life. To make the most of the course toward mastering the
skill-sets, it is imperative that students actively and critically read, think, speak, listen,
and write.

Course Materials
Required Textbook: The Little, Brown Compact Handbook MLA Update Edition, 9/E by
Jane Aaron
MyWritingLab Access Card
Pearson Writer Access Card
Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, newest edition by Kirszner
and Mandell
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Course Rationale
The course’s primary goal is to help students master the skill-sets that are fundamental
to achieving a successful academic career at Delaware State University (DSU) and vital to
being prepared to ask questions about the world and their place in it. Moreover, the skill-sets
acquired in this course are likely to contribute to development into well-rounded individuals,
capable of moving in different circles. A secondary but equally important goal is to equip
students to feel comfortable in the company of educated people of varied backgrounds and
specializations as they prepare for their future professional career.

Students who apply themselves well and who attend class regularly will be able to provide
evidence of their mastery of the skill-sets and demonstrate such through various applications
and interactions with various texts within several disciplines. Most important, all stu-
dents are required to earn a grade of “C” or better, or they must repeat the
course.

Course Objectives
The following objectives are in alignment with the General Education Program:
Reading: (GE-R, GE-GL, GE-MC)

• Develop an expanded vocabulary by applying word recognition strategies;

• Be able to self-monitor their comprehension while reading;

• Demonstrate an overall understanding of texts;

• Critically analyze and evaluate information from various cultural and global texts;

• Construct meaning from various cultural and global texts;

Writing: (GE-WR)

• Write for various purposes and audiences;

• Practice the process approach to writing – prewriting, writing, and rewriting strategies;

• Use effectively the various modes of writing;

• Understand that writing, along with the other literacy processes, is a way of learning;

• Strengthen reading, listening, and critical thinking skills as they relate to writing;

• Develop proficiency in all areas of grammar and mechanics in the context of writing
and the other literacy processes;

• Use word-processing for writing, revising, and editing;

• Improve library skills used in conducting research;

Speaking: (GE-OCD)
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• Participate actively in group conversations about various topics;

• Respond effectively to questions posed by instructor and peers;

• Frame and ask questions that reflect an understanding of texts;

Listening: (GE-L)

• Recognize the difference between active and passive listening;

• Demonstrate effective critical listening strategies;

Thinking: (GE-CT)

• Employ creative thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving abilities in writing and
speaking;

• Recognize the value of synthesizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing to understanding
texts;

• Use strategies to organize thinking, such as mind-mapping, outlining, and other graphic
representations.

Student Learning Outcomes
The Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) are in alignment with those of the General Educa-
tion Program and the Department of English and Foreign Languages. The following chart
outlines their roles in actively engaging students in inquiry, decision-making, and problem-
solving, which are involved critical and analytical thinking, reading, and writing skills, as
well as the mastery of Standard English:

EFL’s Student Learning Outcomes
General Education

Across-the-Curriculum Codes
To improve students’ reading, writing, listen-
ing, and oral skills in English and other lan-
guages while simultaneously facilitating their
appreciation of the sound value of these skills
in their respective career and life.

GE-R: Reading; GE-WR: Writing; GE-
L: Listening; GE-OCD: Oral Commu-
nication Discussion

To develop students’ critical thinking and
problem-solving skills through an apprecia-
tion of literature and/or linguistics that en-
able them to be ongoing, productive, and in-
tellectual participators of a diverse society
and world.

GE-CT: Critical Thinking; GE-MC:
Multicultural; GE-GL: Global Learning

To develop students’ ethical, collaborative,
and productive citizenry through an aware-
ness of and/or participation in multicultural
and global learning opportunities.

GE-SE: Self-Evaluation; GE-MC: Mul-
ticultural; GE-GL: Global Learning
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To develop students’ abilities as independent
learners who are capable of integrating and
presenting their knowledge of existing tech-
nology toward their achieving personal and
professional success.

GE-CC: Computer Competency; GE-
OCD: Oral Communication Discussion

Pedagogical Approaches
Course instruction will be imparted to the student through multi-media modes, collaborative
activities, and active-learning strategies and activities.

Learning Activities
The following learning activities are intended to achieve learning objectives that are aligned
with the General Education Program:

1. Essays (meet the Gen-Ed A-t-C objectives in GE-WR, GE-R, GE-CT): Four
essays (each 650-750 words) will comprise the portfolio. These essays will focus on the
following strategies of development: Narration and Description, Exemplification and
Definition, Process, Classification and Division. Note: All essays must be submitted
via Blackboard’s SafeAssign. Instructors may additionally require hard-printed copies.
Each graded essay may be revised once toward the student’s improving the essay’s
grade, with the essay’s final grade being the composite of the first grade and the
revised grade.

2. Response Log (meets the Gen-Ed A-t-C objectives in GE-WR, GE-R, GE-
CT): Each student will maintain a Response Log throughout the semester on the
reading selections chosen by the instructor. Note: The Response Log is NOT the
same as a journal to be filled with journal entries. The Response Log comprises four
(4) one-page, response papers that engage in critical thinking but do not meet the
criteria of a fully developed essay. Note: Each one-page paper of the Response Log
must be submitted via Blackboard’s SafeAssign. Instructors may additionally require
hard-printed copies.

3. Quizzes/Tests (meet the Gen-Ed A-t-C objectives in GE-WR, GE-R, GE-
CT): Word parts, vocabulary, reading comprehension, paraphrasing, grammar and
mechanics, and other learning exercises will be utilized as needed.

4. Portfolio and Self-Reflection Paper (meet the Gen-Ed A-t-C objectives in
GE-WR, GE-R, GE-CT, GE-SE): The e-portfolio is intended to be a representa-
tion of the student’s best written assignments, taken from the essays and the response
logs. The completed e-portfolio should include the first and final drafts of each written
assignment, plus the response logs. A self-reflection paper (one to two pages) that
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explains the student’s growth as a critical reader, writer, and thinker must serve as
the e-portfolio’s cover document.

Students are expected to revise each essay at minimum once in order to improve its grade.
A composite of the two grades—the first grade and the revised one—determines the final
grade for the essay. An essay that is simply resubmitted without any substantial revisions
will not realize a grade change.

Method of Evaluating Student Achievement

Grade
Symbol

Grade
Points

Numeric
Values

A 4.00 93-100
A- 3.67 90-92
B+ 3.33 87-89
B 3.00 83-86
B- 2.67 80-82
C+ 2.33 77-79
C 2.00 70-76
C- 1.67 68-69
D 1.00 60-67
F 0.00 0-59

In accordance with the Center for Teaching and
Learning’s stipulations and the General Education
Program, all assignments and activities must be
aligned with the department’s SLOs. The follow-
ing chart maps the learning activities to the SLOs:

Students will receive a final course grade (A,
B, C, D, F) based on tests results, reaction papers,
class participation. Written exams and quizzes may
include objective, short answer, and essay ques-
tions.

1. Quizzes and exams
2. Attendance and participation
3. Homework assignments
4. Essays

Bases for Grade Evaluation

SLOs
GE Codes Activities Assignments

% of
Grade

1. GE-CT; GE-
R; GE-WR

A. Students will write four es-
says. Each essay is 650 to 750
words long. B. The number of
one-page papers that comprises
the Response Log is four (4).
Both the essays and Response
Log focus on reading, writing,
critical thinking, and micro word-
processing skills.

Essays
Response Log

40%
15%
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2. GE-CT; GE-
OCD; GE-L;
GE-R

Students will engage in class dis-
cussion and participation based
upon the readings and prelimi-
nary research.

Participation 10%

3. GE-CT Students will apply their gram-
matical and mechanical skills in
concert with critical thinking and
problem-solving.

Quizzes, Tests,
Exercises 15%

4. GE-SE Students will submit a portfolio
that reflects their best writings.

Portfolio 20%

Please note that in addition to the above point system, the instructor will take into account
classroom participation, commitment to learning, attitude, and other factors when calculating
final grades.
*Note: Any plagiarism will result in automatic failure for the semester regardless of prior
grades. Any parties involved in the plagiarism will fail the course.

Academic Policies
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure documents attached properly and that the student
has submitted the correct file and submitted quizzes correctly. It is the student’s responsi-
bility to identify any incorrect submissions and notify the professor. Such submissions will
be treated as late assignments. If no notice is given, the professor will grade the document
submitted as is.

Submission Requirements
Assignments MUST be Microsoft word documents or rich text files. They MUST be sub-
mitted to Blackboard as directed, by the due date listed. As a general rule, assignments are
due the week they are listed by Friday at 11:55pm. The professor reserves the right to fail
any assignment that does not follow the directions.

Returning Graded Work
Written work typically will be graded and handed back approximately one week to ten days
after the due date. All grade assessments are subject to the discretion of the instructor. Late
work will be graded as my schedule allows. There will be no comments made on late work.

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
The instructor reserves the right to review assignments for plagiarism at any point during the
course. If plagiarism is discovered the instructor reserves the right to apply said penalties,
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which will override any grades previously assigned.
Plagiarism is a serious offense. There are two kinds of plagiarism, both of which must

be avoided to succeed in this class. The first is unintentional plagiarism, which consists of
incorrect paraphrasing or leaving off quotation marks, etc. What indicates unintentional
plagiarism is 1) some attempt to cite sources either in text or in the work cited page and 2)
the text that you are (imperfectly) crediting is taken from a valid academic source. The first
infraction will result in student notification and instruction on how to correct the errors. One
infraction is considered unintentional; however, if the basics of citation have been covered in
class, or this is a 2000 level course or above, a penalty of -10

Intentional plagiarism is the deceptive practice of passing off another’s writing as
one’s own. Intentional plagiarism is indicated by 1) failure to attempt any form of acknowl-
edgment to the original author in text or in the works cited page 2) habitually leaving off
citation information in more than one paper after instructor correction, 3) incorporating
large passages of secondary sources without citation, and 4) using work from an unaccept-
able source (see Banned Sources, below). Note: Turing in previously graded work without
the permission of the instructor is also plagiarism. If you have a paper you wish to expand
on, you must speak to the instructor before you turn in the assignment. Failure to do so will
be considered intentional plagiarism.

Banned Sources
Any work from a professional/purchase essay site (proessays.com, gradesaver.com, anties-
say.com, ect), a wiki site (Wikipedia), a grade-saver site (e.g. sparknotes, cliffnotes, smoop,
ect), or a user contributor site (e.g. blogs, message boards, ect) are not valid academic sites
and may not be used as source material without instructor approval. Any assignment that
uses such sources will be returned, ungraded. The student may resubmit the assignment
after removing all references to the unacceptable sources. The assignment will be consid-
ered late from the date it is returned to the date the student resubmits. Late penalties will
apply. If you feel that a specific source should be an exception to this policy please contact
me and provide me with the source, your thesis and how this site supports your argument.
Exceptions are rarely, if ever, made.

Attendance Policy
You are expected to attend every class on time. Your work schedule and class schedule are
not excuses for not attending class, or for attending class late. The teacher reserves the right
to prohibit late attendance. Attendance grades are contingent upon being able to participate
in the discussion.

Participation
Students are expected to participate in class discussions on a regular basis. Students are
responsible for completing the assigned readings on time and for coming to
class prepared to lead or enter into discussion. If no one is participating in class
the discussion, I will select students at random to comment on or explicate the text. An
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unprepared student will be asked to leave the classroom. He or she will be marked absent.
Participation also includes coming to class prepared. Please bring the text(s) we
are covering that day, your notebook and reading notes, and two writing tools. A laptop is
acceptable, so long as the student stays on task. If you do anything other than course-
related work during our class, you will be asked to leave and you will be marked
absent.

Late Assignments & Make-ups
If you miss a class meeting it is your responsibility to contact a classmate for
what the information you need for the following class. I will not re-teach the class, so
do not contact me. I will not accept “I wasn’t here that day, so I didn’t know this assignment
was due,” as an excuse for not submitting your work on time. Remember that all relevant
information regarding what we covered in class or assignments can be found in the course
outline portion of our syllabus. After 4 days past the due date, no assignments will
be accepted for any reason. Late work is accepted at my discretion, and I reserve the
right to decline to accept such work. Late work will be graded as my schedule allows. No
comments will be made on late work.

Requests for Extensions

Extensions will only be considered in the case of medical emergencies for the student or
a death in the student’s immediate family (parent, child, or sibling). Extensions will only
consist of waiving the late penalty. No extensions will exceed the 4-day late period. No exten-
sions will be granted for the take-home portions of the midterm and final exams. Extensions
are granted at my discretion, and I reserve the right to decline to make such arrangements.

Makeup Work

If you must make-up work, please contact me as soon as possible, so we can arrange a time
to for you to complete the work. Reading quizzes and homework/ notebook checks are part
of participation grades and cannot be made up. Students who fail to show for the in-class
portion of the midterm or final exams will earn an automatic zero, unless arrangements are
made in advance.

Policy Enforcement and Request for Exceptions
The student in question must first present all requests for adjustment to the policies set
forth in the syllabus to the instructor. It is expected that students and instructor will find
a time that is mutually beneficial to discuss this matter. No exceptions to policy will be
made in response to a third party’s request unless the student is physically unable make
such a request (hospitalization, incarceration, ect.). A student’s conflicting work schedule,
class schedule, or social schedule will not be considered acceptable reasons for a third party
to make requests. Students under the age of eighteen or who participate in a early college
program may sign a waiver to have their parent or guardian present during the meeting. A

8



parent may not take the place of a student during such a meeting. Students over the age of
eighteen who are not part of the early high school program are expected to approach any
such requests themselves with professionalism and maturity befitting an adult learner.

Formatting Written Work
You will lose points for not following these directions.

All written work for this class must be written in Times New Roman 12 font. Be sure to
double-space your essays and keep a 1-inch margin all around. Please use MLA formatting
to include your name, instructor, course number, and date. Also, give the assignment a title
beyond “critical analysis of [insert title here].” Don’t forget to number your pages! Also,
be sure to include direct citations in all assignments. No citations should exceed 40 words
without instructor approval. Limit 1 block quotation per 3 full pages of text.
*Note: This course utilizes Blackboard as a supplementary learning platform.
All formal written assignments (journals, essays, and take-home exams) will be submitted to
Blackboard. Students must submit as MS Word documents (.doc, .docx) or rich
text files (.rtf). No other formats will be accepted. I grade what you turn in, so be sure
to attach the correct files. In the case of a corrupted file, the student will be notified, but
all late penalties apply. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure files attach properly.

Grammar Expectations
Since students are expected to have completed or tested out of prerequisites, it is their
responsibility to come to this class prepared with fundamental skills in English and writing.
As a result, in addition to answering the specific assignment, all work must be free of
errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, usage, and mechanics, and must show
evidence of a basic knowledge of sentence and paragraph structure. If a paper
fails to demonstrate college-level grammar and structure, it will be returned, ungraded, until
corrected. Late penalties will apply. After four days, the assignment will not be accepted
for a grade.

If you already know that you have problems with your writing skills, I suggest you seek
extra help through the tutoring center.

Special Needs Statement
Students requesting accommodations due to a disability at Delaware State University need
to present a current Accommodation Letter to faculty before accommodations can be made.
While there is no deadline to submit an Accommodation Letter, accommodations will not
be put in place retroactively. Accommodation Letters are issued by Student Accessibility Ser-
vices (SAS). For additional information, visit the SAS website at desu.edu/academics/student-
accessibility-services or contact SAS directly: (phone) 302-857-6898, (email) aksmith@desu.edu,
or (office) William C. Jason Library, Room 204.

Under no circumstances will ignorance of these policies be considered an accept-
able excuse for not conforming to the expected standards of this course.
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Course Schedule

Week Topic

Week 1 Common Pre-Test: Grammar and Mechanics
Writing Sample

Week 2 The Writing Process

Week 3 Essay I: Narration and Description

Week 4
Understanding Basic Grammar

Punctuation: Coordinating Conjunctions and Conjunctive
Adverbs; Case of Nouns and Pronouns

Week 5 Essay II: Exemplification and Definition
Punctuation: Dependent and Independent Clauses

Week 6 Verbs: Tenses and Forms

Week 7 Test I

Week 8 Punctuation: Appositives, Introductory Words and Phrases,
Items-in-a-Series

Week 9 Essay III: Process
Fragments; Fused/Run-ons

Week 10 Agreements: Subject-Verb, Pronoun-Antecedent,
and Noun (Subject)-Pronoun

Week 11 Test II

Week 12 Essay IV: Classification and Division
Modifiers and Parallelism

Week 13 Tense, Mood, and Voice

Week 14 Gerunds and Possessives

Week 15 Grammar and Mechanics Review

Week 16
(Finals) Common Post-Test: Grammar and Mechanics
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